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NEW BOOK

L’Atomistique Moderne et la Chimie. (Chemistry in the Light of Modern Atom!c
Theory.) By M. Halssinsky. French Edition, revised, and enlarged by the
Author, Preface by P. Langevin. G. Doin et Cie, Editeurs, 8, Place de I’Odéon,
Paris 6, France, 1932. vi + 386 pp. 47 figs. 14 X 21.5 cm. Price, 110 fr.

The Italian edition of this book has already been reviewed; there is little to be
added to the statement of the former reviewer, and the reader may well be referred to
the earlier review for more'detail. The book is designed primarily for students who
have little or no previous knowledge of modern atomic theory, and it covers a wide
field in a brief and elementary but on the whole clear and satisfactory way. There is
only one chapter on wave mechanics, the older quantum mechanics being used prac-
tically throughout; however, the modifications introduced by the newer theories are
not disregarded. In one or two instances the method and order of presentation of
certain topics may possibly leave a wrong impression with the beginner; thus it seems
to the reviewer that too much emphasis has been placed on Kossel’s electrostatic theory
of valence in its original form, and the necessary modifications are discussed in various
later places in the book. The reviewer cannot help remarking on the relatively large
amount of space devoted to the radiation theory of gaseous reactions, which (as Hais-
sinsky, indeed, points out) is no longer believed by chemists to be of value. On the
whole, however, the reviewer believes that the book may well be recommended to stu-
dents desiring an elementary introduction to the particular field which it covers.

Oscar K. Rice
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